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CANOLA ACREAGE IN MINNESOTA SHOWS A 6.5% INCREASE
USDA’s National Ag Statistics Service (NASS) Crop Production Report, which tracks yield, acreage, and
production of crops, released a June 2025 area harvested report by state; the October report was not released
due to the government shutdown. NASS estimated a 6.5% increase in Minnesota’s harvested canola acreage for
2025, increasing from 108,000 in 2024 to 113,000 in 2025. Minnesota was one of only two states with increased
acreage. 2025 yield has not yet been reported by NASS. Nationally, harvested canola acreage in the U.S. was
down 133%, 2,710,000 acres in 2024 to 2,349,000 in 2025. '24-'25 JOINT COMMITTEE

JOINT RESEARCH COMMITTEE Fric Kukowsk, MCE - Farmer

. . . Kevin Severson, MCC - Farmer
MCC and NCGA have a research advisory committee to determine Jordan Varberg, MCC - Industry
the most productive allocation of available research dollars, including Brian Jenks, NCGA - University
North Central Regional NCRP and Sclerotinia Initiative funds.

Tim Mickelson, NCGA - Farmer
Kristie Sundeen, NCGA - Industry
2025 CANOLA PRODUCTION CENTRE (CPC) Devin Wert, NCGA - Farmer
The 2025 Canola Production Centre (CPC) was located on Magnusson Farms, just west of Northern Resources
Co-op. Trials were spearheaded by Nancy Ehlke, Donn Vellekson, and Dave Grafstrom of the University of
Minnesota and included nine different trials, all planted by May 8 (see CPC Field Day article on back).

2023-2026 NCRP PROJECT FUNDING

2025
$78,884

Researcher
NDSU (del Rio)

Project

Identification and Characterization of New Sources of Resistance Against
Clubroot and Transfer of Clubroot Resistance into Modern Canola Lines
Evaluation of Planting Dates and Variety Effects on Canola Production in
North Dakota

Survey, Quantification of Resting Spore Population of Plasmodiophora
NDSU (Chapara) |from Soil, Patch Management and Implementation of Awareness Program of
Clubroot of Canola in North Dakota

Minnesota Canola Production Centre Research

NDSU (Johnson) $57,463

$48,751

$64,901

UM (Ehlke)

$90,000 MDA AGRI CROP RESEARCH GRANT - SECOND YEAR

The Council was awarded a $90,000 grant by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s (MDA) Agricultural
Growth, Research, and Innovation (AGRI) Program to study direct harvest canola strategies intended to increase
harvest efficiency and profitability. Nancy Ehlke, Donn Vellekson, and Dave Grafstrom serve as the project’s
lead investigators. Project objectives: 1) documenting LL and RR canola variety responses to direct harvest
methods; 2) evaluating various rates, timing, and water volumes for desiccants used in direct harvest; and 3)
documenting and evaluating scope of late season flea beetle damage in direct harvest canola. The project is
scheduled to be completed in July 2026.

SCLEROTINIARISK IN CANOLA FORECAST PROGRAM

The program was developed by NDSU’s canola pathology program with support from the Sclerotinia Initiative,
Northern Canola Growers Association, and Minnesota Canola Council. Information, based on research data, is a
farmer guide including a general risk map and risk calculator. It uses weather data to estimate disease development
risk and updates daily starting mid-June. It combines cultural practice information and field history of sclerotinia
with weather data from the nearest NDAWN station to estimate disease risk for a specific field. Maps are available
at mncanola.org or through the NDSU Canola Doctor app available for both Android and iOS devices.

2025 CANOLA-SPECIFIC SCLEROTINIA INITIATIVE RESEARCH FUNDING
Researcher Project Funding

Validation and Identification of Genetic Determinants of Sclerotinia
UMN (McCaghey) Sclerotiorum Aggression Across Crop Species $68,205

2024-2025
SPONSORS

DIAMIGNID: S2000 <

BASF
Bayer Crop Science
CHS - Hallock

SIWVER: $1,000= 57,000

AgCountry Farm Credit Services
Bunge Canada
CROPLAN
DEKALB
Pioneer

Syngenta

BRONZZ $500=5099

Border Bank
Citizens State Bank
Hefty Seed - Roseau

ALLTEDs $250 =409

Introgression and Pyramiding of Sclerotinia Stem Rot Disease Resistant

Gene(s) into Canola Cultivars & Development of Markers for MAS (Phase 2) e

NDSU (Rahman)

Characterizing Sclerotinia Stem Rot Resistance in Elite Brassica Napus

Plant Introduction Germplasm 50,045

NDSU (del Rio)

Investigating Mitovirus-Induced Changes in Pathogenicity, Small RNA

Profile, and Transcriptomic Patterns of Sclerotinia Sclerotiorum e

NDSU (del Rio)

Total| $254,949

American State Bank of Grygla
BrettYoung
Cargill, Inc.

CHS Ag Services
Farmers Union Qil - Grygla
Helena Agri-Enterprises
ICE Futures U.S.

KQ92 925 FM KRWB 1410AM/102.9 FM
Northern Ag
Northern Farmers Co-op Exchange
Northern Resources Cooperative
Nufarm
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Proseed
Roseau County Co-op Association
Titan Machinery - Roseau
True North Equipment
Weinlaeder Seed
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MINNESOTA MISSION STATEMENT

CAN O LA CO U N C | L The Minnesota Canola Council is dedicated to the canola industry through leadership, research, and
education, providing a competitive edge to Minnesota’s producers and the canola industry.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2024/2025 EXPENDITURES AND YEAR-END GAIN

Tony Brateng - Chair (Roseau) ICTICOIT; 6 X $130,585.00
Jeff Mortenson - Vice Chair (Kennedy) eckoff (6¢ per cwt) 1909

Kevin Severson - Sec./Treas. (Roseau) Interest; Grants; Donations; Misc. 52,307.00 $182,892.00
Chris Engelstad (Fertile) .
Cody Hasbargen (Baudette) Expenditures

Eric Kukowski (Greenbush) Research 33,877.00

' Shane Wilkens (Goodridge) F Regulatory; Legislative 15,250.00

Promotion; Education; Public Relations 25,634.00

{ EXOFFICIO DIRECTORS PR ' i

Ryan Fisher - Asgrow/DEKALB Administrative/Board 15,111.00 89,872.00

Karmen Hardy - Proseed Net Gain $_93,020.00

Scott Simonson - Cargill, Inc. 2024/2025 Ending Fund Balance $391,926.00
Andy Smith - CHS

Jordan Varberg - BASF i | COUNCIL JOINSAG GROUPSFOR SUPPORT OF FIFRA
STAFF The Council contacted Congresswoman McCollum to support the House Interior, Environment,
Beth Nelson - President and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill for FY 2026. The language reaffirmed the Federal
Jon Dockter - Associate Dir. (Retired) Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act’s (FIFRA) acknowledgment that the EPA is the
Hally Frandrup - Communication Dir. preeminent authority on pesticide labeling and packaging requirements. If farmers can’t rely
Katie Hammitt - Office Manager on a consistent set of science-based federal registrations and labels for agricultural tools, it
Sherry Liu - IT Specialist makes it very difficult to make long-term plans on what to plant how much, and when, making
Chelsea Russell - Associate Dir. an already challenging profession even harder. This was supported by 365 agricultural and

related associations.

RMAADDS COUNTIES TO CANOLA CROP INSURANCE PROGRAM

The Council worked with USDA'’s Risk Management Agency to add eight counties in west central Minnesota to its canola crop insurance
program: Becker, Clay, Grant, Hubbard, Otter Tail, Stevens, Traverse, and Wilkin. Farmers in these counties who want to grow canola will
now be able to do so without the need for a written agreement. Canola production has been growing in Minnesota and adding more counties
to the insurance program supports this growth and makes it easier for farmers to add canola to their rotations. Additionally, for the 2025 crop
year, the Earliest Plant Date was changed from April 16 to April 15.

COUNCIL REPRESENTED IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

Representatives of the Council attended the U.S. Canola Association’s (USCA) annual meeting in Washington, D.C., March 17-19. The
meeting gave canola representatives the opportunity to meet with lawmakers regarding its 2025 federal policy priorities: tariffs; biodiesel
and renewable diesel; seed oils misinformation; Farm Bill; appropriations; crop protection tools; labor issues; and improving the plant
biotechnology regulatory framework.

2024 CANOLA SYMPOSIUM

The Council’s 2024 Canola Symposium was held December 5 in Roseau. Nearly 80 farmers, industry representatives, and university
personnel enjoyed a diverse lineup of educational sessions, while socializing and winning prizes. The educational sessions can be
viewed online by clicking Annual Winter Meetings under the Events tab at mncanola.org:

« Canola Spotlight — Sara Swenson, BASF; Ryan Fisher, DEKALB; Jerod Hanson, Pioneer; Mick Miller CROPLAN; Andy Smith, CHS
» Harvesting Insights: Key Findings from Minnesota’s 2024 CPC — Dave Grafstrom, University of Minnesota

 Evaluating Biological Control for Sclerotinia Stem Rot in Canola — Megan McCaghey, University of Minnesota

 Canola’s Future: Food or Fuel? — Randy Martinson, Martinson Ag Risk Management

 Crop Production Cost Outlook — Bryon Parman, North Dakota State University

e The Election, the Farm Bill, & the Impact to Ag — Howard Olson, AgCountry Farm Credit Services

e The War Against Waterhemp — Joe Ikley, North Dakota State University

e Canola Insect Pests: Review 2024 & Forecast 2025 — Janet Knodel, North Dakota State University

CPC FIELD DAY & GOLF SCRAMBLE

The Council’s 28" annual CPC Field Day and Canola Hacker’s Golf
Scramble were held July 16 in Roseau. Research plots were located on
Magnusson Farms. Participants heard from CPC Project Manager Donn
Vellekson and Site Agronomist Dave Grafstrom about variety and systems
comparison; direct harvest vs. swath/combine comparison of selected LL
and RR varieties; pre-harvest desiccation treatments for direct harvest; pre-
plant weed burndown treatments in no-till planting; evaluation of current
and novel insecticide seed treatments; and late-season flea beetle control

»
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and monitoring. The 22 Scramble followed with 100 goIfer.s. Takmg 1% Place: Ben Vatnsdal & Conner Millner. 2™ Place: Bryan Hulst, Reed Rice, & D)
home 1% place was AgCountry Team #1, and 2™ place went to Rice Farm.  (Not Pictured: Aaron Olafson & Joe Vatnsdal) Janousek. (Not Pictured: Danyn Janousek)
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